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TUZ A N - r i Q i n t Y OP ->• .;'-''"'l^ 
__.V-vt'I':;;<•:;MINE- L A - I S O T T E 

• "There.' is-- s tn ing, reason'to'.Tje^' 
lieve th-at-Mlho'La''Mot'te-:is:'j30t' 
only, .th«.'-rtdist'.-ae'aa,'vml'ne'.-&i [ 
Missoiu-i:6irf i n ' a l t probabil i ty ' l t 
is the-oldest-In th'a .Vnited.Stat
es. It Is-so.;old", 'in,-fact,.-that'ilsi 
txact,»b«gioning3: «re--loj; in u i -
tiqorty jifHh its -Initial '<Mi. open 
to cbnjectCre.- •',' .' ' -,.- • :;.•..;.', 

It ' seems " relatively certaih; 
however. Uiat by 1714 i t 'was be -
in« operated, for in th)^i y'ear 
Antoine de ia Mothe Cadillac 
Kovcrnor of Louisiana, Is reput
ed to have visited its environs 
in the vain hope of finding sil

ver ';rfterfbeliii''';dia'Spoifltedf.by' 
Ldisc»ypnn^'-none-:xr> the.;niinols 
j s ide : n e a r ' KaskaiKJa', fwtier* Du 
Tisne.-;a practicajrjoker,"had.'fal-
'selyt; reported" such"'mineral 'to be 

[-;.-Aiitolne. <le U ,lMbtha-Cadiliair, 
who-vims- stationed :V«t ..Dauphin 
Island at ^the niouth of the Paa-

'cagoula - Rlveri '-hear' Moblli ^Bay., 
!jacL.imdertake)ti .a i o n g an4 Bard | 
joiuTieJr fo; inv'^tlga^B the .tnJn-1 
ing possibilities "of • Upper- Louis-. I 
iana_So seldom did he grace this | 
territory by his presence that] 
.the occasion . produced quite a 
comrtiotion throughout t l ^ set
tlements. It re<5mres no stretch 
of the imagination to suppose 
the Madison County lead mine 
should be named "La Mothe'" in 
iionor of the visit he deigned to 
make it. 

Of course. - the name today is 
known as La Motte and not as 
La Mothe; but in early French 
grants it appeared as "Mothe." 
It is logical to suppose this 
French name at the hands of 
Engliah pronouncers has suffered 
alteration even as have other 
Frtrnch names in the course of 
time such as Burton from Bas-
ton, Girardeau from Girardot, 
-Valles Mines from 'Valle's Mine. 

It seems erroneaus to credit 
Renault or any member of his 
minlrig expedition with the dis
covery of Mine La Motte. Re
nault has much to his credit, but 
thia honor cannot t>e ascribed to 
him in consideration of the fact 
that Mine La Motte was in oper
ation before he set -^toot on the 

It faied l i t t le be t t e r i ' f a " the 
grant to the "Cdropony of the 
'West" btjt when that Company 
merged in 1719 -with the "Com
pany of i the Indies", forming the 
"Royal Company of the Indies", 
Mine La Motte began to come 
into its own imder the operation 
of Philipe Renault who prosecut 
ed the tnining interests for the 
Royal Company under a stibsl-, 
diary division called the "Com
pany of! St. Phil ippe" after his 
o^-n batjtisnral name. 

This went on for a yea r when 
in 1720,; the Royal Company as 
a part of the ceIebrate_Mis3is»i-
ppi Bubble. John Law's / famous 
get rich quick scheme, fclew up 
at the s ime time the rest of the 
bubble burst, leaving Kenault 
an ind jpendent miner on his 
own hook. 

He continued lo~pro5ecute his 
mining mterests and in 1723 the 
French authorities a t Kaskaskia 
granted him "two leagues 'of 
ground at the mine called Mine 
Da M. VIothe. the front looking 
toward the northeast, the prairie 
of the Slid mine making the mid 
die poirt of the two leagu^es. Re
nault profitably operated this 
mine, together with many others 
in Washington County, imtil 
1742 when he retired to his nat
ive France and .again Mine La 
Motte waa without a director. 

From that time on until 1803, 
when Louisiana was ceded to 
the United States, various lease
holders operated t h e property 
with varying success._ The mine 
passed through t h e hands of 
Pra t te , Fleming, and others iintil 
1869 at which time the Mice La 
Motte—Lead 4- Smelting Com
pany w ^ organised. -, 

This company and the proiper-
ty -were owned and o p e n l e d by 
several j men,-including Haggard, 
Leathe, Daugherty and -Went-

l a ^i7l'T;'v•i«tn«?S*"iS^tS^1^'™ 
lixlt idedjr in ' .«ie^;grant j i r r a . 4 « 
made to!.the^i =Companr,'«,.,«*« 
West",' ai'.Cn^^'doihg' busSne»:.M 
a, t raain« vaas-lff^tSeCtiewiCom-
try.' PTei^us:"tb-.'.thl*-?:^tlme.'>«« 
mining <s}unti7' bad been:.<i'P«r»-
tdd under •; the l iberal .vCrozai 
Charter { g l i n t e d : . ' i y i o n l s i X r V . 
B u C a^ih'istory knows; .Crbrat 's 
enterprise proved- a dlsrftal -fall-

l u r e - and i - j ) ^ in« ' " ' t »n« o f " ^ ^ " 
I fa r ' as Mine l - ^ J ^ o ^ ' ^ ' l ^ . ' ^ J ^ ^ 
menj was concerned.. :>.;t!f.V,-w.5i'S;'' 

IxniSs ;^ SmeltingS'ind'j; 'Eefinin'g 
Com pany':,operated'-lt:;foir.t about 
a onif-.yeaT'. period.: Tbe''next.-year 
'.th«;jfissaiJiiLiIetate.Jaffauire.dbihe^ 
pro'perty-and this-firmr-.-bad'-h a t 
the'.openlngij'of: th^.tWorld•v'WaT 
and: for; a;yMb:''afterw?aTl,^;>^^:. 
^7I^l^'i9'li^^d^lfmg-'•the7lea3'l>oaiI 
day^\ i when': rourtttioiis"' v i r e i s »o 
much - In demand the- Sweetwater 
Mining Company 'controlled Mine 
La^Mottej :^ continuing'- ti) s'doj. »o 
until-.192iS<fhen-;the:St.':./Jo»c^ 
Lead ». Companjr^in^.j^l^jnjimctlon 
w i th a former operator, -the St. 
Louis Smelting & Refining Com
pany,- prospected the ' domain and 
on June 4. 1923, the Mine La Mot 
te :£orpora t ion was Korgani ied 
i m d e r t h e la-ws of theT-; S t a t e of 

A t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , t h i s c o r 
p o r a t i o n 'b^vns a l l m i n e r a l r i g h t s 
a n d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4,300 a c r e s of 
t h e s u r f a c e . T h e r e m a i n d e r of 
t h e s u r f a c e is s t i l l o w n e d b y t h e 
S w e e t w a t e r M i n i n g C o m p a n y 
w h i c h d i d n o t r e l i n q u i s h e n t i r e 
c o n t r o l in t h e 1922 t r a n s a c t i o n 
w h e n s e l l i n g o u t t o i t s s u c c e s s o r . 

T h i s is t h e c h r o n o l o g i c a l h i s 
t o r y of M i n e L a M o t l e in a s t a t 
i s t i ca l w a y . T h e r e r u n s a v e i n of 
r o m a n c e a l o n g w i t h t h e v e i n s 
of m i n e r a l . B e i n g o ld . M i n e h ^ 
M o t t e d o e s n o t l a c k for i n t e r 
e s t i n g l o r e a n d e x c i t i n g h i s t o r i 
cal l o r e . 

I t s m o s t tr.-igic e v e n t o c c u i T e d 
'in l h o 7 th of A p r i l , 1774. w h e n 
Il wn-s t h e s c e n e of a n I n d l a i 
m a s s a c r e . S e v e n p e r s o n s h a t . 
i jonc t h a t d a y t o e n g a g e in t h e i r 
u s u a l m i n i n g p u r s u i t s a n d a i l 
.seven w e r e k i l l e d b y O s a g e I n 
d i a n s w h o r e s e n t e d t h e p r e s e n c e 
of t h e Ipa le faces in. t h e i r S t . 
F r a n c o i s R i v e r h u n t i n g g r o u n d s . 
O n e of t h e n u n i b e r m a s s a c r e d 
w a s J o s e p h V a l l e , 20 y e a r o ld 
son of Don F r a n c e s c o 'Val le , l a t e . 
C o m m a n d a n t of t h e S t e . G e n e 
v i e v e P o s t . T h e o t h e r s w e r e J a c 
q u e s P a r e n t , A u g u s t e C h a i a l a n d 
M e n a r d , a l l C a n a d i a n s ; D u p o n t , 
n a t i v e of F r a n c e : a n d a n E n g l i s h 
m a n n m e d P h i l l i p s ; a n d a n e g r o 
Cali .sc. 

T h e v i l l a g e r s of S t . M i c h a e l ' s 
( n o w F r e d e r i c k t o w n ) w e n t o u t 
a n d r e c o v e r e d t h e i r d e a d . F r o m 
t h e c h u r c h r e c o r d s of S t e . G e n e 
v i e v e , it a p p e a r s t h a t t h e s e v i c -
t im.s of I n d i a n .sav.ngery . w e r e 
l a t e r r e - i n t e r r e < l in 177a in t h e 
C a t h o l i c C e m e t e r y a t t h a t p l a c e . 
B e c a u s e of t h i s ma-s.-^acre. m a n y 
v a c a t e d t h e t e r r i t o r y n n d r e t u r n 
e d S t e . G e n e v i e v e , n o l c a r i n g t o 
b r a v e t h e t x i r b a r i t y of "the r e -
s c r u f u l l O s a g e s . 

T h i s w a s a .serious s e t l x i c k to 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of M i n e Ln 
M o t t e . b u t it w a s n o t e n t i r e l y 
a b a n d o n e d . T i x l a y it is p r o b a b l y 
in a m o r e c o m p l e t e s t a t e of a b a n 
d o m c n t t h a n a t Xmy l i m e in i t s 

a c t i v e hi-si.<ry. N o t in opera;'^--r.. 
il h a s bei-n m a d e t h e m o r e u-.-so-
l a t e b y h a v i n g m o s t of the bi . i ld 
ings on t h e prcmi-scs t o r n di-iv.-;-;. 
l e a v i n g o n l y t h e c h a t d u m p : ; a;; 
l e m i n d e r s of a pas t t h a i u:).;. 
m o r e t h a n i n t e r e s t i n g . 

T h e s t a r in its m i n e r a l 7C;-iitii 
s i n n i n g br igh te -s t is t h a t o n e loll
ing of s e r v i c e r e n d e r e d Lhc ooun 
t ry in t i m e s of s t r e s s , for M i n e 
1,̂ -1 M o t t e h a s t h e d i s t i n c t i o n ii( 
h o v i n g s u p p l i e d a m m u n i t i o n for 
e v e r y w a r t h a t t h e U n r t e d S t a i r s 
h a s e v e r f o u g h t , e v e n lielpinK 
q u e l l t h e I n d i . m s be fo re t h e Re
v o l u t i o n a r y W a r llvat w h i t e m a n 
m i g h t w r e s t t h e c o n t i n e n t f rom 
t h e s a v a g e . 

A n d s t i l l t h e r e is g lo ry . ibout 
t h i s m i n e for it is averT^^^ tha t 
m o r e l e a d repos t 'S n o w in its 
s u b t e r r a n e a n c a v i t l e * t h a n h.i.s 
b e e n e x t r a c t e d , r e g a r d l e s s of Us 
m a n y y e a r s . o f o i y r n t i o n — f o r 
M i n e I^i M < * « « . ^ m o r e Uiiin lw<j 
. .x-nturies o l d a i i ^ \ i s not y e t e x -
h u u s l e d . 

|. 
MODF.R.V WOMA.V ' i 

S o m e d;iy o u r w o m e n a s t r o n 
o m e r s w i l l cca-sc to h i d e I h e i r 
b r i l l i a n c e f r o m i h e w o r l d a n d 
w e wi l l b e g i n to l<now m o r e 
a b o u t t h e m . N o w a n d t h e n a 
l i t t l e i n f o m i a t i o n dcK-s find its 
w a y i n to p r i n t , a n d t ins is h o w I 
l e a r n e d t h a t for fifiy yoar.s w o 
m e n h a v e b e e n st i i i iyin; ; a s t r o 
n o m y , coll . - iborat ini ; . t e a c h i n g 
and o b s e r v i n g ;it t h e H a r v a r d 
O b s c r v a t o r . v , Dr. A n n i o J u m p 
C a n n o n , n o w |);i,si 70, is c o n s i d 
e r e d o n e of l l ie w o r l d ' s f o r e m o s l 
in Ihi.s . s c u - n t - e ^ A n o t h c r w o m a n 
of w i d e r e j y ^ t i o n is Dr, C e c i l i a 
P a y n e tj,«rfjivsfhkin .'f t h e H a r 
v a r d O ^ e r v a t o r y . r e c e n t l y m a d e 
a m e / l u - r of t h e .•\mcrii-an P h i l -
o s o p / i c a l S u c i e l y w h i c h w a s 
f o u n d e d by lk-nj:iriiin F r a n l t l l n . 
D r C a r o l A n g e r Kn-kc h a s m a d e 
i m p o r t a n t d is i -ovene.s in th«» 
h e a v e n s . O t h e r no t ed a s t r o n o m 
e r s a r e Mi.ss . • \ntoi i ia M a u i ^ W i s s 
H e n r i e t t e L o a v i t i .wul M f l ^ m a r -
g a r e t H a r w o o d wh.> i i u i i n l a in s 
t h e o b . s t T v a t o i y .it N a n t u c k e t , 
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